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SERMON I. 



GENESIS I. 3. 

AND GOD SAID, LET THERE BE LIGHT ; AND 
THERE WAS LIGHT. 

My dear little Children. I dare say you 
do not think much about the beautiful 
sun-shine, when you open your eyes in 
the morning, and perhaps you do not 
think at all about it when you go into 
your parents' room, and can see your 
father and mother, and can see your 
playthings, and look about, and see every 
thing, and every body, and look out of 
window, and see all the green fields, and 
cattle, and trees, and the beautiful sky ! 
And yet, you should think of this beau- 
tiful thing, Light, for do you know, if it 
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were not for this Light, you would, and 
every person would, he quite in the dark, 
Uke a cellar, or place where no Ught can 
come in ; and then you could not see 
any hody : nor where you were going to. 
You could not see the lovely flowers — 
the pretty butterflies — you could in short 
see nothing — ^you could not go from one 
end of the room to the other, without 
falling over something — you would fall 
down stairs — ^you would fall down wells, 
and into ponds — ^you would get into all 
sorts of sad accidents — ^vou would be 
very unhappy; for you would walk in 
darkness, and not in light. 

I should exceedingly like to blind you 
quite, so that not a bit of light could get 
through to your eyes ; not for punish- 
ment, but only that you might all feel, 
and so understand, what a dreadful thing 
it would be, if you were in perfect dark- 
ness, for only one week. 
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Now, who do you think gave us this 
glorious light — this beautiful sun? It 
was God. Yes, the same God who gives 
us every thing, " who made all things, 
and without whom nothing was made," 
and nothing can live. It was He who 
planted the sun in the heavens, to give 
us sunshine and light, by day. The same 
God, who gave us the lovely moon to 
light us by night, and who created all 
the sparkling stars. And yet, we are so 
gone astray from God, that we never 
think on these things — never seem to 
care for these things ! 

When we open our eyes in the morn- 
ing, and see the light, we should directly, 
before we speak a single word to any 
one, or think about any thing, give God 
thanks, by saying, " I praise Thee, O 
Lord God Almighty, for bringing me to 
another day, and for this beautiful day- 
Ught ; O Lord, may this beautiful light 
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when it shines upon me, make me think on 
Thee and give Thee thanks. I will try to 
he very very good all day, so that the 
light may not shine on any naughty act ; 
I will mind all my parents tell me. I 
will try to love Thee, O Lord, who 
loves me, and who has watched hy my 
hed-side all night, while I was sleeping. 
O praise the Lord, he thankful unto the 
Lord, for His mercy is everlasting." 

Should you awake in the night, try to 
think, my ^heloved children, how you 
would like always to he in such darkness 
— and this you would be, if there was 
no sun, and no moon. 

My dear children, may God Almighty 
in His mercy assist you all, and assist 
me, to think very much on His wondrous 
works, and His great goodness to us, 
and all His creatures, for He gives us 
every thing we have : food, clothes, 
house, health, light, and darkness, that 
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all may rest from their daily labors. Trees, 
grass, fields, cattle, flowers — He gives 
us every thing I He never forgets us ! 
We give Him nothing — nothing! I 
often think, the more God does for us, 
and gives us, the more naughty we are. 
I am afraid it is so too often, and with 
little children. 

My dearest children, I hope by and 
by, to be able to make you understand, 
how great and how good God is to you 
all. How He watches over you — how He 
takes care of you — ^how He feeds you — 
how He bears with all your naughtiness. 
It is very difficult to make little chil- 
dren understand ; but I will try ; for if 
you are not made good when you are 
little children, you will not grow up good 
men and women — ^never ! And then, how 
very shocking to think, your souls will 
go into Satan's great fiery furnace, and 
there be chained down, for ever and for 
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ever, and yet, never dying. Oh ! awfiil 
indeed. 

When I say, " if you are not all good 
by the time yon are nine years old," I 
must explain to you, what I mean. 

I mean then, my dear children, this: 
That if by the time you come to be nine 
years old, which is quite old enough to 
know good from evil — quite old enough 
to have some command over your words, 
thoughts, and deeds — quite old enough 
to form some affection, surely, for good 
and some hatred for evil ; — if by the 
time you come to be nine years old, you 
do not love to obey Grod — ^to obey and 
honor your parents, because God com- 
mands you so to do ; if by the time you 
are nine years old, you have not learnt 
to ]ove one another, because Christ ex- 
horted us to do so, ** even as He loved 
us," there is little hope, as far as we can 
see, that you ever will be good ; for if 
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you are bad, hardened children, refusing 
all the instruction of your teachers — 
above all, refusing to hear Grod — if you 
are, I say, bad, hardened children, at nine 
years old, you will grow up, it is to be 
feared, to what is caUed, '* young per- 
sons," the same hardened and badly- 
disposed in heart and mind ; and if at 
fifteen and sixteen you are these evil- dis- 
posed young persons, a very few years 
more wiU bring you to the age of men 
and women, bringing with you hardened 
and wicked hearts ; this is, my dear little 
ones, almost certain. Bad, naughty, hard- 
hearted children, make bad, naughty, 
hard-hearted young persons ; bad, 
naughty, hard-hearted young persons, 
make bad men and women. 

I hope by-and-bye, to be permitted to 
explain to you, how, by Grod's most es- 
pecial mercy and pity, the most wicked 
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children, and young persons, are some- 
times called to a sense of their error — and 
repent, and " turn unto the Lord," and 
receive His Divine pardon ; but this is 
too long a subject to tell you of now. I 
will only add. never, never dare to tempt 
the Lord ! Never dare to say, " I can 
go on being bad, and naughty, for God 
will make me repent some day." God 
has never said or promised such a thing ! 
and the very thus daring, or tempting 
the Lord, is of all sins, perhaps, the very 
greatest you can possibly commit ! That 
alone, is enough to tempt the Lord to 
cut you off, and cast you away from the 
face of the earth, and so, neither give 
you time to repent nor to live on in such 
a course of hateful and fearful sin, but 
lay you in the grave at once, in His 
Divine and awful wrath. 

Oh ! if I could but, by God's blessing 
my words spoken to you, my dear chil- 
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dren, give you any idea of God's wrath 
when provoked — His power — His Ma- 
jesty — His glory ! And also, if I could 
only see in you, any growing, real, de- 
vout, holy love for God, whose love for 
us — whose mercy to. us — whose patience 
with us — whose pity for us, deserves all 
we can do, and more than in our whole 
lives, we can ever do, how rejoiced I 
should be ! 

God bless you. I hope to tell you 
some happier things by and by. 
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GENESIS I. 11, 12. 

AND GOD SAID, LET THE EARTH BRING FORTH 
GRASS, THE HERB YIELDING SEED, AND 
THE FRUIT-TREE YIELDING FRUIT AFTER 
HIS KIND, WHOSE SEED IS IN ITSELF, 
UPON THE EARTH : AND IT WAS SO. 

AND THE EARTH BROUGHT FORTH GRASS, AND 
HERB YIELDING SEED AFTER HIS KIND, 
AND THE TREE YIELDING FRUIT, WHOSE 
SEED WAS IN ITSELF AFTER HIS KIND : 
AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD. 

"And God saw that it was good ! " 
Yes ! yes, my dear little children, 
" good " indeed, and most beautiful, as 
is every thing God has made for us, and 
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done for us sinners — for there is no one 
of us, but are sinners before Him. 

In my last sermon I told you how 
very little any of us, but especially you 
little children, think of the mercy and 
goodness, and beauty, of all God has 
created for our use and our pleasure ; 
and I am now going to ask you again to 
try and think what should we do, if there 
were no lovely trees ; no pretty green 
grass ; no beautiful flowers ; no nice 
fruit ; no com ? What should we do ? 

A little child cannot think of these 
things without being taught how to think 
about them — and I believe, my dear little 
ones, the best way of making a little 
child think about these beautiful things, 
and great blessings, is by telling them 
how they would suffer if all these things 
were taken away. 

Now I beg of you. my dear children, 
to listen to all I am going to say. I will 
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speak very slowly, for you quite to hear 
every word I say. 

Suppose God Almighty had not com- 
manded the earth to bring forth grass, 
can vou think what we should have done 
without any grass ? I dare say not one 
of you can tell me what you, even you 
little chUdren, could have done without 
grass ? Now I will tell you. You would 
all die for want of food ; yes, you would 
all die, for all cows, horses, sheep, live 
on grass — and if there was no grass for 
them to eat, they would all die too for 
want of food to eat ; and instead of your 
having your good bread and meat for 
your dinner, you would never have a 
morsel, because there would not be any 
cattle of any sort for the butchers to kill, 
to give you meat. 

Perhaps you will say, " O but I would 
live on bread and butter." Yes, mv dear 
little children, you could live on bread 
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and butter, you could live on even dry 
bread, but my text tells us, God com- 
manded the earth to bring forth herbs, 
and fruit-trees. Now " herbs " mean 
every sort of thing we eat which grows 
out of the earth. Now notice, com is 
one of these herbs ; and suppose God 
had not commanded the com to grow, 
how could the baker, or any one, make 
the bread, you say you would live on ? 
You know, little children as you are, 
no one can make bread of sand, or of 
wool, or of wood, can they ? it must be 
of corn. So if there was no corn, you 
would have no bread at all. 

The butter you say you would have, 
is made from the milk, you know, which 
the pretty cows give us ; and if there 
was no grass, the cows would all die, and 
you could not have any milk, and there 
could be no butter. 

Now, my dear little children, have you 
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understood what I have said to you ? 
and do you understand, that if God had 
not commanded the grass to grow — if 
God took away from us, (and He could, 
for if He only said. Let there he no grass, 
it would instantly die all over the earth,) 
if God took away from us, only that 
one thing, grass, you nor I, nor any 
one, could have no meat, no hutter ; and 
only take away one of the herhs God 
commanded to grow out of the earth, I 
mean the com ; take away from us, only 
that one part, and we could have no 
bread. Oh, my dear, dear children, I 
pray you, I beseech you, when you go to 
your next meal, whether it be of bread, 
or of meat, or of vegetables, think of the 
great goodness of the Almighty, who 
has created grass, and com, and fruit, 
and cattle for you, yes, for you your- 
selves, and for me — for us all, for with- 
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out food, we must die, both man and 
beast. 

Say your grace, I pray you, both before 
and after your meals. Praise God for your 
food, and when you have finished, still 
praise the Lord, " for His mercy is over 
all His works," and ** His mercy en- 
dureth for ever." Do not speak the 
words only, but try and make your little 
hearts understand, and love God for all 
His goodness. " Lift up your hands," 
and *' thank the Lord of all lords," 
*' who only doeth great wonders, for His 
mercy endureth for ever," *' who giveth 
food to all flesh." O my dear, my dear 
children, may God put His Holy Spirit 
into your little hearts, to make you love 
and obey Him, for all His goodness. 
Amen. 
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GENESIS 1. 11, 12. 

AND GOD SAID, LET THE EARTH BRING FORTH 
GRASS, THE HERB YIELDING SEED, AND 
THE FRUIT-TREE YIELDING FRUIT AFTER 
HIS KIND, WHOSE SEED IS IN ITSELF, 
UPON THE EARTH : AND IT WAS SO. 

AND THE EARTH BROUGHT FORTH GRASS, AND 
HERB YIELDING SEED AFTER HIS KIND, 
AND THE TREE YIELDING FRUIT WHOSE 
SEED WAS IN ITSELF AFTER HIS KIND : 
AND GOD 'saw THAT IT WAS GOOD. 



My dear little children : It is difficult* to 
get a little child to pay attention to what 
we say, but little children must try to do 
SO, indeed they must, when they are 
being taught anything about the Great 
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God, who made them and created all 
things in Heaven, and on Earth. 

We ought to hear and to read every 
thing ahout God — all He has done, and 
all He has said, and all He has com- 
manded us to do, and all He has com- 
manded us not to do — with great fear ; 
hecause it is a great sin against God, to 
he thinking of other things, or playing, 
when we are hearing, or learning any 
thing about God, and it makes Him very 
angry indeed, and He might say, " Thou 
shalt surely die " for this sin — and you 
would drop dead directly God said so ; 
directly He spoke those words of anger, 
so pray, my dear children, try and think, 
as I speak to you, about what I say. 

Have you thought at all when you 
awoke in the morning, and saw the beau- 
tiful light of the sun, of the goodness of 
God, in making the bright sun, that you 
might see how to move about ? I hope 
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80 ? — Have you thought what a sad thing 
it would he, if there was no sun, and you 
were always in darkness; Oh so dark that 
you could not see the walls of your 
room, could not see any hody in the room? 
I hope you have ? 

These are thoughts you must try to 
think, my dear Httle children, very often 
in the day. They are not difficult ; for 
any little child can tell, how it loves the 
bright sunshine, I am sure, and how it 
would dislike to he always in a dark room. 
O my dear little children, you have, I 
hope, thought also, what a sad thing it 
would he, if there was no com to make 
bread with ; no grass to feed the cows 
and animals ; and then you would have 
no bread, and no meat ! Mv dearest 
children, I pray you, think on these 
things ; and you will grow good and be 
very happy — very happy indeed. 

Have you thought, when you were 
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hungry, how you would like not to have 
any thing at all to eat, and how you could 
bear to feel growing more and more 
hungry, and yet have nothing to eat ? 
Then growing very sick, and yet nothing 
to eat ; then growing very ill indeed, and 
yet nothing to eat ? Have you tried to 
think, how you could bear this ? And 
have you thought, when at your meals, 
as I have begged you, to think who it 
is, tclio made all you were eating ; and 
how very good it was of God to com- 
mand all manner of food and animals to 
grow for you ? Oh ! I hope so, for you 
never will learn to love God, unless you 
think of all His goodness to you, a great 
many times in the day ; when you eat, 
when you drink, when you lie down, and 
when you rise up to play ; when you walk 
in the beautiful fields — and when you sit 
round your fire ; for there you will see 
the wood burning, or the coals, made for 
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your comfort and your use, by the same 
Almighty and good God. My beloved 
little children, I do not ask you to think 
for a long time together of these things ; 
but only for a moment — ^a little child 
cannot think long together about any- 
thing — all I ask you is, only to think 
for a moment of God's goodness — ^to 
think, when you are eating, of God, that 
it is He who gave you your food. When 
you play in the fields, try to think, it is 
God who made this pretty field — when 
you awake, think for a moment, that, if 
God had not watched over you all night, 
as you slept, you would have died. If 
God did not think of you all, yes of all 
of you little children, all day long, you 
would drop dead — yes, if Godforgot you 
for one moment only, you would drop 
down dead ! 

Oh, I beseech of you, I pray you, try 
to think for a little time, now and then 



GENESIS I. 11, 12. 



21 



in the day, of God; of His great good- 
ness to you. 

It is not possible for you to love God, 
if you never think of Him ; and if you do 
not love God you will never go into 
Heaven, but you wil go into the dread- 
ful fire, prepared for Satan, and all bis 
wicked peo le. 

I beseech you, my dearest children, to 
think often, for a little time together, of 
God. Try to love Him above all things, 
for His mercy and goodness to you all, 
is greater than I can tell you ; and pray 
to God to help you to be very good. 
These thoughts will not make you un- 
happy. O no, my dear children, they 
are ood thoughts that will make you 
much more happy. They will make you 
sing with joy and gladness ; and you wiU 
say, ** O come let us sing unto the Lord." 
God bless you, my dear, dear children. 
Try and be good, God bless you. Amen. 
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PSALM CXVIII. 1. 

O 6ITE THANKS UNTO THE LORD, FOR HE 
IS OOOD : BECAUSE HIS MERCT ENDUR- 
ETH FOR EVER. 

My dear little children, — I dare say you 
will say, How can a little child give 
" thanks unto the Lord V I do not 
know how I can, such a little child as I 
am, give thanks to God ? Yes you can. 

I will tell you ; but I must first of all 
tell you, that little children can pray to 
God, to make them wUh to praise Him, 
to wish to be good, and to help them 
to be good ; and I must tell you, little 
children can be good, or can be naughty. 
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as they please ; and men and women, 
can be good or naughty, as they please ; 
for God Almighty is too good to ask us 
to do any thing, He knows we cannot 
do, and He made us, and so He knows 
much better than we do, what we can do, 
and what we cannot do. And God wiU 
be very angry with us, if we do not try 
to be good, in return for all His great 
mercies and goodness to us ! He will 
be very angry if you and I do not try 
to walk in *' His ways He hath set be- 
fore us," all written in His Holy Bible. 

Now I will tell you, how you can give 
thanks to God ; but you must be told> 
you cannot be a good child of God's, 
unless you pray to Him to help you to be 
good, and He will then help you, if you 
will only try to be good. 

You cannot be good unless God helps 
you. You cou]d not lift a very heavy 
box, or move a large table, by yourself. 
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but if some one kelps you, then you can. 
A man cannot plough, unless he has 
some horses put to the plough, and then 
the horses help him, and he only has to 
hold the plough, so you must say a little 
prayer every morning, and at noon, and 
at night, for God to help you when you 
try to be good : and now I will tell you 
how a little child can best praise the 
Lord, *' and give thanks unto the Lord." 
In some of the first Sermons, you have 
seen how you can give thanks to God, 
and love Him, and think of Him when 
you first awake in the morning; and when 
you eat your meals ; and when you are 
running about in the beautiful fields, and 
when you gather the daisies and cowslips, 
and when you see the nice cows and 
sheep, and lambs, you can praise Him by 
thinking, O how good and gracious is the 
Lord, for giving me all these beautiful 
and good things ! what should I do if 
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God had not made all these things for me, 
and for us all ? .0 my beloved children, 
let me beseech and pray of you, to try 
and praise God, in this way, ** At all 
times and in all places." 

Another way a little child can give 
thanks to God, is, by loving its parents 
very much. To love all its brothers 
and sisters very much. To be very kind 
to each other, never, never to do any 
thing to them, which would make you 
cry or feel angry if they did it to you. 
Always, when you feel you are going to 
do some naughty unkind thing, say to 
yourself. Should I like this done to me ? 
and^then, my beloved children, then is 
the time for you to help yourself directi.y, 
for God is at that very time helping you, 
by making you ask yourself the question, 
so giving you time to be good ; but now 
mark this, if you do the naughty thing, 
after God helped to stop you, then it is. 
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you turn away from God's speaking to 
you, and prefer being naughty, and plea- 
sing Satan, rather than God, who is so 
merciful, so good to you in giving you 
all manner of good things ! Then you 
make God very sorry and very angry — 
and He leaves you, He goes away from 
you, and leaves you to be a naughty, dis- 
agreeable child ; and your parents, gover- 
ness or nurse have to correct you, and 
your face looks not as it did when you were 
good ; but it looks ugly with naughti- 
ness. Now there is only one way to 
grow good, that is, as I have told you, to 
pray to God to put into your little heart 
good feelings, and then when He does 
so, for you always to do directly what is 
good; do not stop a moment, for fear 
Satan should come and take away the 
good thought, and put a naughty one into 
your head instead ; but even then, you can 
push away the naughty thought, and do 
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the good one, for God never leaves you 
until you have done the naughty act ; 
and the next thing is, you must be very 
sorry, and pray God to forgive you, and 
come again to you and help you ; you 
can say " Help me. Lord," and the Lord 
will help you, again and again, and 
again, if you will try and help yourself 
again and again, by doing what you 
know is good, and leaving off naughty 
acta. All children know a great deal of 
how to be good, but in my next Sermon 
I will tell you more things you can do, 
to become a good child, a child of God, 
and how to praise and thank God, for all 
His blessed mercies to you. 
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PSALM CXVIII. 1. 

O GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD, FOB HE 
IS OOOD, BECAUSE HIS HERCT ENDUR- 
ETH FOR BTER. 

In my last sermon, I told you I would 
teU you many more ways little children 
could " give thanks unto the Lord." 

I hope, my beloved little ones, you 
have tried to recollect all I have said to 
you, and tried to think of God, and tried 
to do all I told you; for nobody can 
make you good, unless you try to be 
good yourselves. 

I will tell you now, some more ways 
you can be thankful to God, for all He 
has done for you. 
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You can pray a little prayer, in the 
morning, directly you are quite awake, 
and before you get up. You can pray a 
little prayer in the middle of the day, 
such a little prayer as this : — 

*' Pray God stay by me, and help me 
to be a good child. Amen." 

You need say no more : but surely, you 
can say this ? You can say a Uttle 
prayer at night, such as this : — 

'* O Lord, I thank Thee for taking 
care of me to-day, and for all Thy good 
food. Pray Grod take care of me to-night. 
Pray God forgive me all I have done 
amiss to-day, against Thee, or others. 
Amen." 

If you learn these little prayers, my be- 
loved children, you can pray them your- 
selves, without any one hearing you ; you 
need not go to any one to hear you. 
God, to whom you pray, will hear you ; 
for He is close to you, all day long and 
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all night long. He loves you too dearly, 
ever to go away from you. He it is. 
who takes care of you little children, 
when your parents are obliged to go 
away far off to work, and leave you in 
the road, or in the house alone. God 
watches you. He saves you from all man- 
ner of danger. Oh, you cannot yet think 
of all God's goodness to you, but I wiU 
try all I can, to tell you all little children 
can understand, and by and by more of 
God* 8 mercy. 

When you do say these little prayers, 
you should feel very happy. Do you know 
why you should feel very happy ? No, 
you all say. I will tell you. You should 
feel very happy indeed, because it is 
God, who puts it into your little hearts, 
to speak to Him ; when we pray to God, 
we speak to God ; and this is the reason 
we should say our prayers in a different 
voice to what we do, when we speak to 
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one another, because we are then speak- 
ing to God, and not to men and 
women. 

Yes, it is your blessed God, who made 
you think of Him, and wish to say a 
httle prayer to Him. 

God is always more ready to hear our 
prayers, than we are to pray. God is 
always waiting for us. We are always 
forgetting Him, and all His mercies, and 
goodness to us. 

God very often puts good thoughts 
into our hearts, but we do not do the 
good thing, or say the good thing, di- 
rectly He speaks to us ; but we put it 
off, and then God is grieved, and He 
does not speak to us again, until we feel 
very sorry for being naughty, and ask 
His forgiveness ; and then He will draw 
nigh to us again ; but only, if we are 
really sorry. 

It is very wicked indeed, not to do a 
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good thing, directly ; for if we are not 
goodt yoa all know we must be naughty. 

I will tell you now, as I promised, 
some more ways in which Uttle children 
may " give thanks unto God," and 
** praise His Holy name." 

My dearest children : you cannot 
please God more, after loving Him, than 
by loving your parents very much, next 
to God ; and if you really love your 
parents, you will obey them ; that is, 
you will do every thing they tell you, and 
you will try to please them, and save 
them all the trouble you can ; and how 
can you, little children, save your parents 
trouble ? I will tell you. You see how 
hard they labour to get money to buy 
you food, and clothes. Your clothes 
cost more than your food ; so does 
every body's. You all can save your 
clothes very much, by walking in all the 
cleanest parts of the roads, and lanes^ 
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and fields, instead of doing what I am 
ashamed to see all children do, walk- 
ing in the most filthy and dirty places 
you can find out; this is exceedingly 
wrong indeed — ^it is wicked : for nothing 
wears out clothes, and shoes, so quickly 
and so surely, as dirt ; and so if you 
destroy your clothes in this way, on 
purpose, only to please yourselves in 
doing wrong, that is waste, and God 
hates waste. Waste is a great sin ; and 
when you know how hard your poor 
parents work, to get a little money, and 
how difficult it is for them to get you 
any clothes at all, it shows a very very 
bad heart, when a child does all in its 
power to destroy these clothes. No 
child can love its parents, who has so 
little care of its clothes ; and besides 
this, you pray to God, to ** abide " with 
you, and do you think, when you are all 
ever mud and dirt, and doing all that is 
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naughty, the great God can like to abide 
with you ? Do you not think, it is very 
shocking to ask the Almighty to come 
into a little heart, which loves always to 
be filthy and dirty, and does not like to 
be careful of its clothes, but is always in 
a dirtv state ? 

O my dear children, this is not the 
way to love God, nor to love your poor 
parents. This is not the way to praise 
God, nor to honour your father and 
mother. This is the way, to despise your 
God, and to ill-use your parents. 

One more way, you can praise God, 
and be thankful to Him, is, in loving 
your brothers and sisters ; and your love 
to them will be shewn, by your never 
teazing them : playing together with 
kindness and love. Not snatching things 
away from each other — not breaking each 
other's play- things — not beating each 
other ; and if one of your brothers and sis- 
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ters ill-uses you, to try all you can not to 
be angry with them — not to get into a 
passion and kick them, or strike them in 
return, or call them bad names. When 
you kick, and beat, and call bad names, 
and snatch things away from another in 
your passion, because some one was 
angry and cross with you, then, you are 
not " loving God," nor " praising Him," 
but you are loving that wicked spirit, 
the devily who makes you unkind, because 
some one was unkind to you. 

I know it will be very difficult for you, 
as it is for us all, not to be angry, when 
any one ill-uses you ; but this is the very 
thing, you must, my dearest children, try 
very hard to do. 

You must, my dear children, you must 
learn by times, now, while you are young, 
you must learn to be kind to those, who 
may happen to be cross to you. You 
must now, while little children, learn to 
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bear a great many things, without being 
angry, or revengeful. It is now you 
must learn this : you cannot learn it 
when you have grown up, into men and 
women ; it is then too late ! Now, 
" to-day," you must, my dearest children, 
begin. I beseech of you to begin. 
Perhaps you do not know, what being 
revengeful means. I will tell you. 

To be revengeful, is to be unkind to 
those who are unkind to you. God will 
never love you, if you are revengeful. His 
Divine anger will follow you wherever 
you go ; you will fall into all manner of 
accidents, and have perhaps some shock- 
ing accident, that will lame you for 
life. God will, in His own Divine way, 
punish you some how ; in ways I cannot 
tell, nor can you. You must be kind to 
those who are sometimes unkind to you. 
If you love those who are always very 
kind to you, it is very right, and very 
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proper, and one of the good ways little 
children have, of ** praising God," and 
being " thankful " unto Him. It is our 
bounden duty to love those who are 
good to us ; but it is still more heavenly- 
minded, more like God Himself, to for- 
give others who are unMnd to us, and 
to do nothing that is naughty to them, 
because they are naughty to us. 

Recollect, God ytHiI punish them; and 
recollect, God will love you, if you are 
good, and He will punish you, if you are 
naughty. 

I fear I have made this sermon too 
long. I will tell you more ways in which 
you can ''praise God," in my next ser- 
mon. I pray without ceasing for you 
all. May God hear my prayers, and all 
your little prayers ; and may you learn 
to love God, above all things and all 
persons, and then you will be more 
happy than I can tell you. Amen. 



E 



1 



SERMON VI. 



PSALM CXVITI. 1. 

O OIYB THANKS UNTO THB LORD, FOE HB 
IS GRACIOUS : BECAUSB HIS MERCT ENDUE- 
ETH FOR ETEE. 

My beloved children, I promised in my 
last sermon, I would tell you some more 
ways, in which little children could 
" Praise the Lord," and could " give 
thanks " to Him. 

I hope and trust, you have all thought 
on some of the things I told you, in my 
last sermon. 

You must YOURSELVES think about 
these holy lessons, for no one can do 
you any good, unless you yourselves, 
help yourselves, by doing what you 
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are taught. God will Dot even help youy 
unless you help yourselves, 

I will tell you what I mean. You come 
to school, you learn the catechism, you 
read the Holy Bible, which, I suppose 
you know, God Almighty Himself caused 
to be written. You hear your mas- 
ters and mistresses explain to you all 
manner of holy things, as you learn, and 
as you read. They ask you many ques- 
tions, and you answer them as you have 
learnt. They tell you, what I tell you 
in these little sermons. You listen, and 
you say " you understand all they tell 
you, and promise to do all they tell 
you" — ^you come out of school — and 
what is the very first thing you all do ? 

Take up stones, to pelt at some little 
innocent bird, which may be in the road, 
picking up its miserable little bit of food ; 
you cannot allow that pretty little crea- 
ture, who never did you any harm, who 
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never hurt you, who rises early in the 
morning, long before you are awake, to 
sing praises to God ; and then, begins 
seeking food perhaps, for its little ones ; 
this beautiful little bird, if it happens to 
be seen by one of you, is sure to have a 
stone throum at it ; and very often you hit 
it ; and if you do so, and hurt it, so that 
it can hardly fiy^ or get away, you scream 
and shout with joy, at having half-killed 
this pretty httle creature ! Is this, do you 
think, being good? Can you suppose, 
such conduct can please God ? Do you 
suppose, injuring, or in any way tor- 
menting one of His creatures, for whom 
He cares so much, and "gives them 
their meat in due season," do you suppose, 
my dear children, this is "praising God ?" 
Do you suppose this cruelty is '* giving 
thanks to God?" Most assuredly not. 
It is obeying that wicked spirit, the devil, 
who hates God, and hates every thing 
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*>'He has created, and hates all of you little 
children, more than all ; and if he can 
but make you wicked, and do every thing 
God tells you not to do, and so take you 
to his own dreadful place, when you die, 
that is all the devil cares for — or tries 
to do. 

Again, if there is a poor lame horse, 
or a poor donkey, getting a little food in 
the hedge, nothing gives you all such 
delight, as driving it away from its poor 
bit of ditch-grass, the worst that grows 
any where ; throwing stones at it — some 
driving the poor beast one way, while 
others drive it another ; and so torment- 
ing it and teazing it, and instead of 
letting it eat its poor morsel quietly ^ 
your delight is, to worry and pain it all 
you possibly can ! This you delight in, 
to make poor harmless beasts suffer! 
Now, what have you to say about this ? 
Do you suppose, this is being good ? Do 
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you suppose this is being kind and merci- 
ful, or compassionate ? Do you think it is 
possible, for God Almighty to love chil- 
dren who hate His works ; who take plea- 
sure in putting them to pain? When 
God, in the last day, when you are all 
standing before Christ, to be judged for 
your deeds in this world — when Christ 
Jesus, our Judge, asks you, "why you did 
this unkindness P" pray what answer do 
you mean to make, to the Great Judge, to 
God who made all His animals, so useful 
and so good, for you to kindly treat, and 
use, but not ill use ? What will you say ? 
You will be dumb. You wDl tremble and 
shake every limb with fear; for what 
excuse could you make ? Do you think 
it would do to say to the great God, ** / 
liked to torment y and hurt, and teaze ani- 
mals : it was my pleasure ;" do you sup- 
pose you dare say such a thing to God P 
or if you did, do you think God would 
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accept such an answer ? No ; He would 
tell His angel, to drive you away from 
His judgment-seat and Presence, and 
thrust you away, to go with the devil 
and all his angels, into his dreadful place, 
for ever and f »r ever ! O, it is too awful 
to write ; and yet these are things, my 
dear children, you must be told — ^you must 
be taught. You must be told all this 
will most assuredly happen to you ; for 
God is not a man that He should break 
His Word. 

Another most common thing you all 
do,',is, if you see a beautiful Uttle butterfly, 
which is one of the most delicate, and 
most beautiful of little creatures — ^what is 
your dehght? not to watch its happy 
action in the air — not to be happy in 
seeing how happily it flies about, taking 
a little sip of honey frpm one wild flower, 
and then another ! Not in praising God, 
by saying to yourselves, " O how beau- 
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tifiil are Thy works, O Lord. The mer- 
ciful and gracious Lord hath so done His 
marvellous works " that they ought to 
be loved and admired ! '* O^Lord, how 
manifold are Thy works : in wisdom hast 
Thou made them all ; the earth is full 
of Thy riches." " Praise the Lord, O 
my soul :" for His glorious works. No. 
I am ashamed to say — ^No! Nothing 
of the sort. Your cruel and odious 
spirit immediately says to you, " Oh 
here is a butterfly I chase it :" and every 
hat and cap is taken off, and you throw 
them at this innocent, beautiful little 
creature, whom God brought into life, 
that day; whom God has studied to 
make so delicately, and so exquisitely, 
that the most gentle touch of the light- 
est finger, aye, the finger of a new-born 
baby, will take ofl^ sixty or seventy of 
its Utile feathersy which form its elegant 
wings. This harmless, this beautiful 
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little creature, which never injured you 
at all, and never would, you all instantly 
resolve to kill / to chase it down ! You 
often hri^g it to the ground, so wounded, 
as hardly to he alive ; and then you pick 
it up, and handle it, and glory in seeing 
its dying agonies ; and you often leave 
it in the path, to die in torture ; for so 
long as you can torture and pain a poor 
creature, whether of one kind or the 
other, so long as you can, / repeat, tor- 
ture and pain, and kill it, that is all 
YOU care for. 

My dear children, do you think I 
" praise you for this ? I praise you not." 
Do you think God loves you for this cruel 
conduct ? do you think it will pass God's 
attention, and that He will not see your 
cruelty ? or if He does see it, He will not 
punish you? Oh ! my poor children, if 
you think this, you are most miserahly 
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mistaken ! Punished you mil be, and you 
will perhaps be punished in this world too. 
I wonder what you would think, if 
when you were at dinner, I cai^ in, and 
began pelting you with stones— driving 
you all about ; what would you say ? Or 
suppose I took your mother's innocent 
baby, when it was smiling and happy, 
and began tearing its flesh off its limbs, 
and so using it, that I either killed it, or 
left it to die of its wounds, and then went 
off, hallooing and shouting, and doing 
the very same thing to the next little 
baby ? What would you think of me ? 
What would you not say, I deserved ? 
I should deserve to be punished, and so 
I should be, and most properly. So God 
feels towards all you, when you behave 
in this disgraceful, and cruel, and savage 
way ; for I must use words fitted for your 
naughty acts, and then I may hope, some 
sense of your sin may rise in your Httle 
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hearts. The Ahnighty will keep his 
anger until the last day ; but man must 
punish naughty, wicked men and chil- 
dren, or they would kill every thing, and 
every body, for their pleasure, as you do 
birds and insects, for your pleasure. 

Now this is surely not the way to 
praise God, or render Him thanks, to 
kill, chase, lame, and torture His inno- 
cent creatures : and that, directly you 
have come out of school, where you have 
been told, how wicked and odious such 
conduct is, both to God, and good per- 
sons. 

Another thing you all do, is, instead 
of taking care of your clothes, which 
your poor parents have worked so hard 
to earn money to buy for you, you pick 
out all the most filthy and dirty places 
you can possibly find. The more dirty, 
the more you are pleased. Now, nothing 
destroys clothes so much as mud, and 



48 



SERMON VI. 



it is cruel to your poor parents to 
behave so. Besides, where is the use 
of us all labouring in the school-rooms ; 
every body trying to teach you, and make 
you good, if, the moment you come 
out, you do everything that is naughty ? 

I have told you in this sermon, many 
ways you may praise God, and give 
thanks unto Him. 

I have told you many things you all 
do which are very wicked, and which God 
will punish you for, when your souls go 
out of your body ; if you do not repent 
of them, and seek His mercy for Jesus 
Christ's sake. 

And now, I have only to pray fer- 
vently to God for you all. That He will 
be pleased to help you all to be good, 
when you try to be good. I pray for 
you daily, and at night, most earnestly, 
my dear children ; think on all I have 
said, and do not only think, but do. Ameii. 
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GENESIS I. 27 — 31. 

80 GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN IMAGE, 
IN THE IMAGE OF GOD CHEATED HE HIM ; 
MALE AND FEMALE CHEATED HE THEM. 

AND GOD BLESSED THEM, AND GOD SAID 
UNTO THEM, BE FRUITFUL, AND MULTIPLY, 
AND REPLENISH THE EARTH, AND SUBDUE 
IT : AND HAVE DOMINION OVER THE FISH 
OF THE SEA, AND OVER THE FOWL OF 
THE AIR, AND OVER EVERT LIVING THING 
THAT MOVETH UPON THE EARTH. 

AND GOD SAID, BEHOLD, I HAVE GIVEN TOU 
EVERT HERB BEARING SEED, WHICH IS 
UPON THE FACE OF ALL THE EARTH, AND 
EVERT TREE, IN THE WHICH IS THE FRUIT 
OF A TREE TIELDING SEED ; TO TOU IT 
SHALL BE FOR MEAT. 
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AND TO BYEBT BEAST OP THE EARTH, AND 
TO EVEKT FOWL OF THE AIK, AND TO 
E7EBT THING THAT CBEEPETH UPON THE 
EARTH, WHEREIN THERE IS LIFE, I HATE 
GIVEN EYERT GREEN HERB FOR MEAT : 
AND IT WAS 80. 

AND GOD SAW ETERT THING THAT HE HAD 
MADE, AND, BEHOLD, IT WAS YERT GOOD. 
AND THE EVENING AND THE MORNING 
WERE THE SIXTH DAT. 

These are most beautiful verses indeed, 
and great indeed ! Most beautiful, for 
they tell us of God's creating man " in 
His own image," of creating aU things 
for us, and giving us the whole of His 
grand and marvellous things, here on 
earth. The earth — ^the beasts — ^the herbs 
— ^the fish — ^the fowls — all things which 
have life, God gave to man — ^what a gift ! 
Did you ever, when reading these 
verses in your Holy Bibles, did you ever 
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ponder, that is, think of their meaning ? 
I fear not — ^few do, I am grieved to say. 
My dear children, I shall endeavom* 
in this, and some following sermons 
on these heautiful verses, with God's 
assistance — without which, I cannot ex- 
plain, nor you understand — to make you 
in some measure, understand, what it is, 
to be formed in '* God's image." I 
shall try to make you feel thankful to 
God, for His amazing condescension and 
goodness towards you all, and towards 
me, and all of us, for all He has created 
for us, and given us ; and what an 
amazing act of mercy it was, to form 
us " in His own image." And then I 
do hope, my dear little ones, you will 
have some desire to walk amidst God's 
glorious works, as we all should ; how 
we all should adore Him ; how we should 
praise His holy name ; and how kind we 
should be, and not unkind, to each other, 
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and to all His creatures ; and how care- 
ful we should be, not to disgrace that 
likeness to God, by evil conduct, 
instead of keeping it by good and hea- 
venly conduct. " So Grod created man 
in His own Image ! " His last great and 
glorious and marvellous work was man. 
Great and marvellous, because He created 
him after " His own Image " and " like- 
ness." What condescension was this? 
No other creature was made like God ! 
Man could speak — ^no other creature 
could. Man could think about God and 
all His glorious works — no other crea- 
ture could. Man could praise God for 
all His mercies — ^no other creature could. 
Man, above all, had a soul which can 
never die, though the body will die, 
and worms will eat our flesh after it is 
laid in the grave ; the soul will go into 
heaven, or into hell, according to how 
we have lived in this world. The lives 
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of all animals end, when they die, or 
are killed; not so the souls of men, 
women, and children. Therefore, in 
having souls, which can never die, we 
are hke God, who lives to all eternity. 
This is called, being " immortal," or 
never dying — so animals can never be 
*' immortal" for when they die on earth, 
their lives die with them ; thev have no 
soulSy and are therefore mortal, and not 
immortal. Do you understand ? 

Grod also gave us a sense called under- 
standing; human understanding. It is 
a different understanding to that of 
animals, though I cannot but here ob- 
serve, would to God, we used our human 
understandings, and our affections, and 
loved our parents, and loved our children, 
and were as obedient to our masters, and 
to our great master, God, as the poor 
animals use their sense of love to their 
young, and the young animals to their 
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parents ; were as fond of each other, and 
peaceful, and obedient, thoagh often used 
with barbarous cruelty, as the animals 
are I They return no evil for evil, but 
use every power given them, to do man's 
work with patience, and amidst suffering. 
Again, another way we are like God, 
and created *' in His own image," is, 
Adam was created a perfect man, with- 
out any beginning — and God had no be- 
ginning ; he was not a little child, and 
so grew up to manhood by degrees. 
No : God created him at once, a perfect, 
beautiful man, a holy Being. Adam had 
no sin ^ all he did, all he thought, was 
holy. He did not know what sin was. 
He was perfectly good in " word, 
thought, and deed." He was like Jesus 
Christ Himself, without sin, and there- 
fore of course like God, who was Christ. 
Adam adored God. He ** walked with 
God," day and night. He worshipped 
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God. He praised God. He loved God. 
He was formed thus, m all goodness, 
and by having an immortal soul, and a 
human understanding, and language, and 
profound knowledge of all sorts, (but the 
knowledge of sin); understanding all 
things which then existed — ^for you know 
it was Adam who gave names to all the 
vast number of animals of every sort 
and kind, and, doubtless, to all the trees 
and herbs, though the Bible does not say 
so ; it was in all these great qualities, 
and being without sin, man was formed 
" in the image of God." 

Now, I beseech of you, my beloved 
children, to try and think on, and under- 
stand, what it is you do, and we all do, 
when we commit sin — give way to evil 
thoughts and evil actions — evil words 
and evil feelings ; for by being naughty, 
we put away of our own accord, or by 
our own wills, the Holy Image of God, 
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" the likeness of God ;'* O dreadfdl, 
dreadful thing ; and we put on, of our 
own will, the likeness of the devil ! 
What an exchange ! To give up all 
we are like God in. His likeness, for 
Satan's ! Satan, that loathsome spirit, 
all hatred, all envy, all malice ; all sin 
in short. Satan, who can create nothing, 
and did create nothing, hut sin; who 
can give us nothing, hut a never-ending 
fire ; and your soul, as I have told you, 
a soul that nothing can destroy, no, not 
even the fire of hell itself. This Satan, 
who hates you and us aU, hecause we 
are made hy God, and redeemed by 
Christ, and were professed at our bap- 
tism, " children of God, by adoption, 
by grace," — he does all in his power, to 
get you to be his in this world, that he 
may make you his, in the next ; and we 
too easily, I bitterly lament, too readily, 
forsake God, and follow Satan. O bit- 
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temess and woe, that we should do so — 
that we will do so, rather than give 
ourselves trouble to be good — or take 
pains to think of God, as we should, 
He is at all times and in all places 
nearer to us, than it is possible for any- 
thing to be, because He is in us. In us, 
in His own *' Divine Image " or ** like- 
ness." We will not try to recollect, 
He sees, and knows, every act, and 
every thought, and writes all down in 
His book, and will judge us at the last 
day ; not by our poor recollections, but 
by His, and by His books which will be 
laid open, before all the inhabitants of 
this earth, for us to answer to the charges 
brought against us. O my dear children, 
if we would serve God, as we do Satan, 
alas ! I cannot describe what a different 
world this would be ! and how little we 
need then dread death, for at death all 
work ceases. It is then finished ; all 
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prayers, all works, all endeavours to be 
good, all repentance, all is done! No 
man can work in the grave, neither for 
good or for evil ! May the grace of 
God alight on you, my dear children, 
and open your eyes to the spiritual 
light, which shines from every verse 
of God's Holy Bible, if we will but 
understand ; and in understanding, do 
what we there learn ; — for it only makes 
sin worse, when we know what we should 
do — and why we should be good in pre- 
ference to being wicked, and do it not ; 
are not good, but pursue our evil ways, 
preferring lies to truth, hatred of God, 
to our best and purest love and venera- 
tion, and perfect obedience, to Him, who 
has done, and continues hour by hour, 
to do so much for us ! 

May the grace of God be given us 
all to " amend our lives," and live in 
holiness, and purity ; in constant watch- 
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ing against the temptations of Satan, 
who is as a roaring lion seeking whom 
he may devour. 
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GENESIS 1. 28 — 30. 

AND GOD BLESSED THEM, AND GOD SAID 
UNTO THEM, BE FRUITFUL, AND MULTIPLY, 
AND REPLENISH THE EARTH, AND SUB- 
DUE IT : AND HATE DOMINION OVER THE 
FISH OF THE SEA, AND OYER THE FOWL 
OF THE AIR, AND OYER EVERT LIVING 
THING THAT MOVETH UPON THE EARTH. 

AND GOD SAID, BEHOLD, I HAVE GIVEN 
TOU EVERT HERB BEARING SEED, WHICH 
IS UPON THE FACE OP ALL THE EARTH, 
AND EVERT TREE, IN THE WHICH IS THE 
FRUIT OP A TREE TIELDING SEED : TO 
TOU IT SHALL BE FOR MEAT. 

AND TO EVERT BEAST OF THE EARTH, AND 
TO EVERT FOWL OF THE AIR, AND TO EVERT 
THING THAT CBEEPETH UPON THE EARTH, 
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WHEREIN THEKE IS LIFE, I HAVE GIVEN 
EVERT GREEN HERB FOR MEAT : AND IT 
WAS SO. 



I NEED not fear that I repeat too often the 
same instruction over and over again, in 
these little addresses to you, my dear 
children. When I read the ahove verses, 
and [many other parts of God's Holy 
Bihle, and think very much (as all should 
do) on the heautiful facts it states, 
I find God condescends to repeat 
the same suhlime words and mer- 
cies, over and over again, with a parti* 
cularity and patience, which I must 
point out to you, as one of the most 
striking marks of God's own Divine way 
of writing, which is also one of the things 
which makes the Holy Bible so unlike all 
other books, that ever were vmtten or 
ever will be written. 

Grod speaks with great plainness ; and 
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in case we should not understand His 
meaning, you will notice, He repeats the 
same Divine instruction, exhorting us 
to he good and holy ; or tells us of His 
own mercies and acts towards, and for 
man, over and over again : and in vari- 
ous parts of his holy hook, so as to im- 
press His Divine words upon even a little 
child's mind and heart. 

Children pay less attention when heing 
taught, than even animals do. God 
knows this, for He knows all things, and 
nothing is hid from Him. And God 
knows that men and women, and chil- 
dren, read His Holy Bible with great inat- 
tention— that is, very carelessly ; neither 
thinking who wrote that Divine book, 
nor wishing to do all it tells us to do ; 
therefore God, in His great compassion 
for us in our ignorance, and He, ** who 
desireth not the death of a sinner, but 
rather that he may turn from his wicked- 
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Dess and live," condescends to place 
His holy laws. His mercies, His loving 
entreaties, that we will turn unto Him ; 
His promises of eternal reward if we do 
so, before us, chapter after chapter, verse 
after verse, so that we can make no ex- 
cuse for not understanding Him. He 
has amply done His part. It is we, who 
obstinately refuse to do our parts. 

I will now once more call your atten- 
tion, my dear children, to these beautiful 
verses, the 28th, 29th. and 30th of the 
first chapter of Genesis. " And God 
blessed them, and God said unto them, 
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue it : and have do- 
minion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over every living 
thing that moveth upon the earth. And 
God said. Behold, I have given you 
every herb bearing seed, which is upon 
the face of all the earth, and everv tree, 
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in the which is the fruit of a tree yield- 
ing seed : And to every beast of the earth, 
and to every fowl of the air, and to every 
thing that creepeth upon the earth, 
wherein there is life, / have given every 
green herb for meat : and it was so." 

I hope you recollect, that in my first 
sermons to you, I endeavoured, under 
God's assistance, without which I cannot 
explain, nor you understand these things, 
I endeavoured to make vou understand 
the goodness of God in creating all the 
creatures, and beautiful trees, grass, 
flowers, and much more you read of in 
this same chapter, for the use and plea- 
sure of man ; and also, I hope you re- 
collect I told you, God made food befit- 
ting the nature of each creature ; He 
feedeth all creatures, and " His mercy is 
over all His works.*' 

You are now to be told to think, what 
a splendid gift all these vast and beau- 
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tiful works of God's hand was, to pre- 
sent such a gift to Adam, and to all man- 
kind, to be man's — and for his use, until 
God destroys all at the last day, when 
the heavens will melt with a fervid heat, 
and every thing be burnt with fire. The 
graves will then give up all who have 
ever been buried from the beginning of 
the world, to that '* great and terrible 
day." The sea will render up all who 
have been drowned from the time of the 
flood, to that " great and terrible day." 
" The sun will be darkened, and the 
moon turned into blood." And thus 
will be destroyed all God's creation ; 
and Christ will come in exceeding glory, 
with millions of angels, to judge the 
world ; but until that day> all things are 
given to man. And, my dear children, 
I now wish you to think quietly on this 
great mercy and gift. I wish, I pray 
you, to think ; do you suppose it praise- 
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worthy, do you think it good, to make 
use of such a gift, by Ul-using every 
innocent animal you come near, or have 
anything to do with, with wilful cruelty ? 
by destroying them, torturing them for 
your own amusement ? Can you suppose 
this was what God made His creatures 
for ? Can you suppose, when God told 
Adam and all his posterity, " to have 
dominion over them," do you, I ask you, 
dare to suppose Grod meant by " Domi- 
nion/' cruelty and oppression ? Do you 
dare to think this was the intention, the 
meaning of our great and merciful God. 
Is it possible for you to dare to suppose, 
that such evil could be in God, as to mean 
cruelty and savageness, and wanton de- 
struction, and barbarous tortures, when 
He told Adam to subdue all and have 
** dominion" over all? 

Most assuredly not ! God commands 
us to be " Holy as He is Holy." How 
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can we fulfil this one command, if we 
shew Him by any act of cruelty, how we 
despise Him and His commands, by hat- 
ing all His creatures — ^hating them so 
tnuchf as to know not how we can tor- 
ment and pain them enough — ^for our 
what? MOT USE, but amusement! for it 
is an amusement to many ! 

Do you suppose such persons, whether 
they be children, or men and women, 
can ever rise to heaven while they do 
so ? Ever succeed in this Ufe ? Ever 
be blessed by God, for such conduct to 
His own works ? Ever be esteemed by 
man — ^unless it may be by persons of 
their own sort ? No, no, my dearest 
children, never ! And if any of you feel 
this cruelty reigning in your hearts, do 
all in your power, by prayer to God to 
assist you, and to convert you from your 
evil ways, to detest this wicked and cruel 
disposition ; for so long as you love such 
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ways, so long as you indulge in all such 
ways, God cannot, and will not, '' abide 
with you," but only as a witness to your 
sin, not as a soul-saving Friend, but as a 
just Judge, until you repent and turn 
from such ways. 

Secondly, you must try to make your 
little hearts and minds understand the 
Divine nature of Grod; for unless you 
know what God's holy nature is, you 
cannot tell how to love God, or how to 
please Him, or how to imitate Him ; but, 
if once you know, and feel, and under- 
stand, God's holiness, and His Divine 
nature, you can exceedingly direct, and 
teach yourselves in thousands of ways, 
how to please God, how to love Him, how 
to obey Him, and how to be kind to all. 

Thirdly, God then is all compassion — 
all love — allpily — all patience — all mercy. 
Now then, my dear little children, you 
will partly see before I tell you, if these 
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are God's attributes ; and you are to try 
and be as perfect in your human flesh, 
as Christ was ; holy as your heavenly 
Father is holy ; you must hate and de- 
test sin, as God hates and detests it. 
You must be compassionate. You must 
do all things, whether you eat or drink^ 
whether you lie down, or whether you 
rise up ; whether you labour, or whether 
you rest, you must do all in glory to 
God, and out of love, pure, holy love, to 
Him. This imitates God, in His love 
and acts of love, to us. You will then 
be compassionate. You must be pitiful ; 
that is, you must feel very sorry for any 
one, and any thing, which may be suffer- 
ing from any pain ; and here, it is quite 
within your own power, you see, my 
dear children, not to do any thing to 
any creature of God's, to give them 
pain, which can be avoided. And if you 
love God's works, and love Grod, as you 
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should^ you will be pitiful, without, I 
may say, any trouble ; for if you love 
a thing or a person, surely you would 
not shew that love, by ill-usage, would 
you ? Thus then, you will imitate your 
heavenly Father in feeling "pity " for all 
His creatures. 

I must finish these remarks in my 
next sermon, for I have told you as much 
in this, as you can recollect ; and may 
God bless my humble endeavors and 
prayers, that some of these words may 
sink into your Uttle hearts, and enter 
your understandings, so as to shew you, 
if you try to love God, for all His love 
to you ; and do all things for God's 
glory, and for His sake, and not merely 
to please man, or obey man, but to please 
God, you must please all good men and 
women too, and become holy and dear 
children, May the grace of God be with 
you all, for ever. Amen. 
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MATTHEW XIV. 14. 

AND JESUS WENT FORTH, AND SAW A GREAT 
MULTITUDE, AND WAS MOVED WITH COM- 
PASSION TOWARD THEM, AND HE HEALED 
THEIR SICK. 

I AM desirous in this address to you, my 
dear children, with the assistance of 
God's Divine grace, to explain to you 
more fully than time permitted when I 
last spoke to you ft'om this place, the 
meaning of the word " compassion ;" 
for unless you quite understand the 
meaning of this word compassion, as 
also of pity, mercy, patience, and many 
more, which are God's attributes, you 
cannot imitate God in Christ Jesus, in 
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these holy qualities. I hope Grod will 
assist you to be very attentive to what I 
am going to say to you, and if time per- 
mits me, I will also explain to you, more 
than I did in my last sermon, all which 
the word, " pity *' means, and then I 
hope with God's blessing, you will know 
somewhat, haw to be compassionate 
and pitiful. 

I must first of all, remind you that^ 
until we try to love all goodness, and 
abhor all naughtiness — love every thing 
which belongs to God, and hate and 
despise every thing that belongs to 
Satan, God's great enemy, and our great 
enemy, we shall not even wish to be good, 
and we shall not even wish to hate sin ; 
this is the thing we must try hard for. 
If you are going to do a bad act or un- 
kind thing to another, or a cruel thing 
to an animal, endeavour to feel a hatred 
for such acts, to dislike them, to put 
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them away, as you would put away 
something which tasted very nasty ; put 
sin away — hate it — refuse it — throw it 
away ; and then you are hating sin. In 
the same way, if you feel a desire to be 
kind to any one ; to another little child ; 
kind and affectionate to your parents, 
brothers, and sisters, kind to some ani- 
mal, feel, that is goodness, that is God 
in you, that is from above. That is 
God's coming to you — ^speaking to you 
— ^making you good. Love this good- 
ness — ^love it, and praise God. Give 
glory to God— rsay some such little verse 
as this — " I praise Thee, O God — I give 
glory unto Thee.*' Love all goodness, 
because it is of God and from God. Put 
away evil as a hateful thing, because it 
is from Satan ; cleave to that which is 
all goodness, because it is a beautiful 
thing, and of God. Sin is hideous, and 
belongs only to the devil. 
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I will now tell you what compassion 
means. Long and long before God 
created the world, He knew exactly 
every thing that would happen in the 
whole world, when He should be pleased 
to make it. He knew every thing that 
would happen to every body that ever 
hved — ^is living now, or ever will hve, up 
to the last day, the day of judgment. I 
am speaking very very slowly to you 
indeed, very slowly, that you may quite 
understand every word I use. Now 
pray be attentive. God knew every thing 
we should want — every thing — both for 
our souls, and our bodies — ^for our food 
and for our raiment — or our comfort. 
He knew all — and He knows all. And 
now perhaps, my beloved children, you 
have a better notion, why God created 
so many kinds of animals — such a va- 
riety of food of all sorts for us; and 
herbs, and fruits ? Yes — long before 
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He created us. He knew what we should 
want, whenever it did please Him to 
create the world, and mankind. 

You are too young yet to understand 
all God did ordain for man before the 
creation ; and there is much I shall delay 
speaking of, until you are more advanced 
in scriptural knowledge; but you can 
understand, I think. His goodness, in 
making all things for us we should want, 
and infinitely more than we deserve or 
ever could have thought of, for ourselves? 
You can, I think, understand this ? Try 
to do so. 

This all, then, was God's exceeding 
compassion for us. He had such com- 
passion for us, as to be pleased to give 
us all things — to give us light and dark- 
ness — food of every sort — animals for 
food, and animals for work. The air — 
grass — fruits — ^grain; wool on the sheeps' 
backs to make us warm clothing for day. 
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and for night; flax to grow, to make 
you and me, other garments ; leather, 
which is the skins of animals, for shoes 
and harness, and hundreds of other uses ; 
but above all, above all the whole crea- 
tion, He gave us Ilis love and compas- 
sion, for it was from His Divine love to 
us. He made all for us, and gave us all. 
He loved us, long before we were even 
created. 

This, and much more, as I shall tell 
you by and bye, is God*s compassion. 

You will ask, how you can be com- 
passionate ? I will tell you. 

There is not a creature on earth, how- 
ever poor, if they are even starving alive, 
but can be compassionate ; for they can 
pray to God for their relations and 
neighbours ; they can pray to God, ear- 
nestly, for all persons in distress like 
themselves — " all, travelling by land and 
by water'* — " all sick persons" — for 
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'* little children," like themselves — they 
can pray for their parents — they can pray 
for their benefactors, teachers, and spiri- 
tual pastors. This costs nothing ! A 
person in the greatest want that was ever 
known, can pray for all these. And no- 
tice what I am going to say, namely, 
from knowing your own sad wants, or 
sufferings, or sins, you can better judge, 
and better understand the wants and afflic- 
tions of all suffering as you yourselves 
are, than if you were not in want, or m 
suffering ; so that, do you not see, my 
beloved Uttle children, such prayers are 
more deep and earnest for others, when 
you know, by your own distress, what 
they are suffering ? And for those who are 
not in suffering, if you love God, you will 
love all He made, and all people, and so 
will pray for them too ; and these prayers 
will also go up to heaven, because they 
come from your hearts, in "compassion," 
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for all people, for whom God has com- 
passion. He has compassion on all. 

Another thing yon can do. Have 
" compassion " for your parents, by use- 
ing all care towards your clothes, for 
which they work hard, and yet can hardly 
get for you ; instead ot wilfully destroy- 
ing them, by rolling in the dirt, and 
walking through the dirtiest places ; by 
making foot-balls of your hats and caps, 
and other things. Do all you can, not 
to injure or destroy your clothes. This 
is being compassionate to your parents — 
all, surely can do this ? This costs nothing, 
it saves many and many a hard-earned 
shilling ! 

Another way you can be ** compas- 
sionate," is, to do any thing you can, 
and all things you can, to assist your 
parents, and each other. This is being 
" compassionate." 

Another thing is, those who come to 
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school, can try all in their power to learn 
and be very attentive, so as to gain all 
the good they can, and so as quickly as 
they can, be able to leave school and obtain 
work, and thtis save t/our parents* money : 
or allow of another younger brother or 
sister, coming, instead of you yourselves. 
This is being compassionate. 

Another way you can be " compas- 
sionate," as your Father in heaven is 
compassionate, is, to give freely, if it is 
in your power. The day may come, if 
it is not your lot now, that you may be 
able to give of your substance, to others 
in distress; and now, while you are 
young, is God's appointed time, for your 
learning what is your duty, whether rich 
or poor ; for when you begin to work 
for your bread and cannot come to school, 
you will perhaps have no time to learn 
then, what God's commands are, or to 
come herey to be taught. This, I may 
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say, is having a very proper compassion 
for your own souls, which Christ had 
such compassion for, as to die for them. 

I shall DOW conclude this address to 
you, by simply reading to you some very 
very beautiful verses, from the Holy 
Bible, to shew you, how Christ Himself, 
and His Divine Father, His heavenly 
Father, God Almighty, shewed ** com- 
passion ," and you may then, with His 
blessing, understand the loveliness and 
the beauty of being " compassionate," 
and how God is " compassionate " to us, 
and ever has been towards His people, 
though they despise Him : for ** He 
" maketh His sun to rise on the just and 
" the unjust." " Then hear Thou their 
** prayer and their supplication, in heaven, 
'' Thy dwelling-place, and maintain their 
cause ; and forgive Thy people that have 
sinned against Thee, and all their trans- 
gressions, wherein they havetransgress- 
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" ed against Thee, and give them compos- 
" sionJ^ Do you then, hear the petitions 
of all who come to yoa for any assistance, 
no matter what, and forgive all, from 
your hearts, who have offended you ; and 
thus you perceive you will be " compas- 
sionate," as we pray to God to have 
compassion on us, and forgive us. 

** For if ye turn again unto the Lord, 
" your brethren and your children shal 
** find 'compassion' before them that lead 
" them captive." God promises in this 
verse, if His people will but repent and 
turn unto Him, He will put into the hearts 
of the enemy, who was leading the Israel- 
ites away captives, ** Compassion,^' that 
is, all kindness, so as not to ill use 
them?and oppress them, but treat them 
kindly on their journey, and in their 
captivity. 

Be you " compassionate " then, to all 
who even ill use you ; return not evil for 
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evil ; thus you can be '* compassioDate/' 
even as your heavenly Father is ** com- 
passionate," to us, who day by day rebel 
against Him. 

** And Jesus went forth and saw a 
*' great multitude, and was moved with 
'* ' compassion ' toward them, and healed 
" their sick." 

Christ felt " compassion." He did 
not speak unkindly. He did not ill use 
this great multitude which came up to 
Him for help. No, He healed them; 
and in a few verses after, hear what He 
felt and what He did for them. 

'* Then Jesus called His disciples unto 
" Him, and said, I have ' compassion ' on 
" the multitude, because they continue 
" with me now three days," (journeying 
three days and nights without any food, 
so anxious were these people to learn of 
Christ, how to be good) ** and have no- 
" thing to eat ; and I will not send them 
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" away fasting, lest they faint in the 
" way." 

Send no poor man from your door. 
If you have nothing to give, wish you 
had. Speak kindly to him — pray [for him. 

I have now, my beloved children, ex- 
plained very much how God is and has 
been full of compassion for us : and how 
you can be full of compassion for others ; 
and may the Giver of all, the Giver of all 
good gifts, give you and me, and all of us. 
His grace to learn how to be perfect [[as 
He is perfect — to be compassionate as 
He is compassionate. Amen. 
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TO HIM THAT 18 AFFLICTED PITT SHOULD 
BE SHEWED FSOM HIS FRIEND. 

I HAVR endeavoured to explain to you 
what *' compassion" means, and how 
God shewed His Divine " compassion" 
towards us, in creating for us, His human 
heings, and for every animal and creep- 
ing thing, and for all insects, for every 
thing " wherein there is life,"— every 
description of thing we, or they, could 
possibly want — whether in health or 
in sickness — rich or poor — good or 
wicked, animal or insect. God knew what 
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we should want, and all animals woald 
want, before he created them ; and then 
He created, (as I have just said) all we, 
or they, could ever require, for food or 
shelter. 

I wish, my dear children, to call your 
attention to one great act of ** compas- 
sion," at the time of the creation. It is 
this : — 

Have you ever remarked, that until 
God had completed the creation of every 
creature, herb, animal, and fowl and fish. 
He did not create man ? but when God 
had provided every thing ready for man, 
and the whole creation was ready for man, 
(so to speak,) awaiting God's last and 
most glorious work — man , — then and not 
until then, God *' created man in His 
own image ; in the image of God created 
He him ;" so that Adam and Eve had 
not a want, — ^had to wait for nothing I 

The earth abounded in riches of all 
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sorts, for all kinds. A vast variety, that 
means ; different sorts of food, for every 
one, and for every thing ; and thus God 
shewed His extreme *' compassion." 
And all remains the same, to this hour ; 
all abounds to this very hour, as it was 
at the creation, and ever will be ; so that 
every day teUs us of " His ** compas- 
sion," and if we will but use our human 
sense and understanding to the right 
praise and glory of God, we could hardly 
forget God for a minute — ^we should 
hardly be naughty and bad men, or bad 
children. We should love God above 
all, if it were only from thankfulness, for 
all He has done for us. 

I will now explain to you what the 
word *• pity" means. " To him that^s 
afflicted, pity should be shewed from his 
fnend." 

God pities us very very much; for 
although God, as you have seen, and as 
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yoa know, has given as so mach to make 
us happy, more than I can tell yoa at 
present, sin has hrought upon as, im- 
mense sufferings of all sorts and kinds, 
even death itself. We suffer from ill- 
ness — ^we suffer from want — we suffer 
from our own bad acts and from the bad 
acts of others ; our whole life is full of 
suffering. A little child goes through very 
much in being taught how to be good, 
which it does not like. It goes through 
dreadful illness before even it can speak, 
and tell where its pain is — or ask for some- 
thing it may very much long to ask for ; 
or to be moved when uneasy. A man and 
woman go through very much, in keep- 
ing to the good ways they were taught 
when little children — in labouring for 
their family — ^in the death very often of 
some dear child, or friend — and much 
more you will be told by-and-bye — when 
better able to understand the evils and 
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safferings, sin has laid on all. God's eye 
sees all these safferings, and He pities as 
very very much; and He often tarns 
our sorrow and affliction into joy, or 
He takes it away from us, in a way we 
could not remove it for ourselves — or He 
speaks to us, by His Holy Spirit, words of 
great comfort. He seems to say to us — 
'* Peace, be still, it is I. I am thy friend 
and thy God — ^fear not — trust in Me and 
you shall not be confounded." Christ suf- 
fered for you, and you must be patient, 
and suffer too, for His sake. Thus God 

hears our prayers, and pities us, and it 
grieves Him to see us afflicted, and He 
tells us so by the Holy Ghost speaking 
to our hearts, in pity for our sorrows. 

Then God's pity is shewn to us, very 
often by sending food, or raiment, or 
friends to us, which we never expected 
or thought could come to oar help. It 
is God, who puts into the hearts of all 
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rich persons, to be kind to the poor. It 
is God, who puts into the hearts of the 
poor, to be kind to each other ; bat rich 
and poor, men, women, and children, 
must recollect, it is of no use at all, to have 
good thoughts, unless they obey those 
good thoughts ; and as I said a few ser- 
mons back, my dear children, to you, God 
will not be pleased or contented with our 
wishes to be good, or good thoughts, unless 
we do our utmost, directly, before Satan 
takes away the good thought ; or, unless 
we leave off, directly, doing any thing 
which God's Spirit whispers to us, is 
wicked. Leave off directly, or you will 
anger the Lord. 

. Now, these beautiful words, '* to him 
that is afflicted pity should be shewed by 
his friend," is a command from God 
Himself, put into Job's heart and mouth 
to speak, when he himself was in the 
deepest anguish, and had no human friend 
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to pity him ! O it was very very sad, 
and is still a most bitter thing, when 
we are in sorrow, or in pain, or in 
distress, to have no friend to pity us — 
none to help — none to speak to, of our 
distress— none to comfort us — none to 
bind up our wounds — ^none to do any 
thing for us ! — none to say, only these 
words, ** I am very sorry for you : 
" I wish I could assist you : I will pray 
** for you to God, to give you His Com- 
** forter, and to send you help," Not 
even a friend, to pray for you, or to say 
these words — Oh, it is a great bitterness ! 
a sad bitterness ! 

I must hasten to tell you, how you can 
pity each other, and so, as far as lies in 
our power, imitate God in this part of 
His character, and comfort each other. 

If you see another being chastised for 
ill conduct, rejoice not, as most (I am 
grieved to say) do. Be very very sorry* 
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first of all, for your companion or friend, 
that he has been so naughty — be sorry 
for his naughty conduct ; and if he is 
severely chastened/ be sorry for his pain, 
though he deserves it at the hand 
of his parents or teachers. Never say 
to him, and never allow yourself to feel 
so unkind and wicked thing, as joy at 
his pain ; or say, " I am very glad you 
*' are chastised, you deserve it." This 
is the very thing Satan, who does all in 
his power to make you his, in this life, 
and so make you his, in the next, will 
say to you, when you are suffering in 
hell, — ^he will say to you, "I am very glad 
" you are chastised, you deserve it ! " 
No: be sorry — pity your friend, not 
only for having yielded to his naugh- 
tiness, bat for bringing the necessary 
punishment on himself. Again : — If you 
see any one in distress, pity them ; do 
all you can to help them ; ** speak com- 
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fortably to them ;" find out some way to 
assist them ; this is pitying them« as 
your heavenly Father is pitying them, 
and us all, from heaven. 

Again. Never, never my beloved 
children, commit such a cruel thing, 
as to laugh at the troubles of others; 
or at any accident that may befal them. 
And never never make game, I beseech 
you, of any one afflicted by lameness, 
loss of sight, loss of limbs — rather 
pity their sorrows ; pity them ; grieve 
for their state ; never reprove them, 
though it might partly have been their 
own fault; pray, pray for them, that 
their affliction may, by God's mercy and 
His pity, help to make them good, and 
teach them to " Go and sin no more." 

Again. Have pity on all, (that is, 
you know, feel very very sorry for all) 
in affliction, sorrow, pain, suffering ; and 
do all you possibly can to assist. Never 
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rejoice, as you hope to have God's bles- 
sings — ^never rejoice in the distress of 

another, or seeing ill-usage to a poor 
animal. 

Again : Pity all animals. Their suf- 
ferings are sufficient, in their daily la- 
bours for us, and many in giving up their 
lives, which are taken from them, when 
they would, like you and I, like to live : 
they are taken from them, by God's 
mercy towards us, in providing tliem for 
our foody to feed us. Add not, I pray 
you, to their sufferings, by unnecessary 
cruelty ! Recollect, as I have told you, 
cruelty, is not using the " dominion " 
over all animals, as God meant by the 
word ** dominion." It is impossible God 
could ever have given a command to man 
to be wicked/ It makes me shudder; 
and yet thousands and millions, believe, 
that all cruelty to animals, is not sinful ! 
will not be written down in the book of 



94 



SERMON X. 



God ! but that they may be cruel and 
barbarous to animalsy ill use them as 
much as they please, and that in so 
doing, they only use that ** dominion " 
God told them to use when He gave all 
things to man. Never was there a more 
awful mistake made! never, never! 
And now may the grace of God abound 
towards us all. May God's pity for us, 
make us, by His grace, to pity each 
other ; and may we ever recollect His 
Divine and gracious command to us, that 
<'to him that is afflicted, "pity should 
be shewed" Amen. 
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JOB VI. 14. 

TO HIM THAT 18 AFFLICTED, PITT SHOULD 
BE SHEWED FBOM HIS FRIEND. 

I AM unwilling to leave yon, my dear 
children, until I think you have a clear 
idea of what pity means, and how you 
may be pitiful ; by which, recollect, as I 
have told you, you can imitate God 
Almighty, in His Divine goodness, who 
pities us, in all our sorrows. His 
nature is ever to have pity on us when 
we more properly deserve His Divine 
anger ; for unless you do, (as far as 
your little minds can,) understand these 
words, compassion and pity, it is not 
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possible for you to understand God's 
goodness, or to be perfect, even as your 
heavenly Father is perfect — nor to love 
as you should, all acts of compassion 
and pity. 

On the word compassion, I shall only 
remind you, that it is one of God's most 
marked Attributes. His Compassion, if 
you remember, I explained to you, caused 
Him to create all things for the comfort, 
use, and convenience of man and beast, 
which either man or beast could possibly 
want ; and much, very very much more, 
my dear children, did God for us, 
than it is possible for you to have any 
conception of yet, until you are a little 
older — nay, not to the last hour of your 
lives, and of my life, if we live to be ver y 
aged indeed, shall you or I be ever able to 
count, or to understand properly, all the 
acts of God's Compassion ; but very 
much of course, we can understand. 
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I will now proceed further to explain 
to you, the meaning of the word Pity, 

Now I beg of you all, to pay very 
particular attention to what I am going 
to say. 

There is a difference between compas- 
sion, and pity. Pity means, if we are 
speaking of God's pity, that Divine sor- 
row, or pity, God feels for us, when He 
sees us for whom He has done so much 
and to whom He has given so much, 
ill-using all ; turning all His gifts into 
curses, instead of into means of blessings ; 
ill-using, or using with cruelty, all His 
creatures, given to us, for our food, or 
our use. Above all, ill-using ourselves, 
that part of ourselves, which can never 
die, namely, our souls ; that part of us, 
God graciously condescended to form us 
in the likeness of Himself ; ill-using our- 
selves, by doing ever/ thing we can, to 
cast that soul into eternal punishment, 
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by doing every naughty act, speaking 
every naughty word, which " afflicts " 
Him; but pleases His and our great 
enemy, the devil ! Then God feels pity 
for us, such as, that instead of smiting 
us. He spares us, in order to give us 
time to repent, and to learn His will 
and His ways — to become good people 
and be pleased with a holy life, and 
greatly displeased with a wicked life. 

You must remark, too, my beloved chil- 
dren, that this Divine pity of our Divine and 
heavenly Father's, is not shewn for one 
day, nor for two days — nor for a few 
years, but it continues for a long time, for 
all our whole lives. We are always sin- 
ning against God. No man on earth is 
perfect in His eyes ; and He is always 
pitying us — always sparing us, when we 
merit His anger, always watching over 
us — " is about alT our path," because 
He knows that we cannot take care of 
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ourselves. So His pity never ends — 
never stops. 

Again. When the most wicked men 
and women are doing the most wicked 
things that can be. He even then, pities 
our very sins. I suppose you all recol- 
lect, when the Jews were even crucifying 
our blessed and adorable Saviour, He 
pitied their wickedness so much, as to 
even pray for those very persons who 
had driven great nails through His 
blessed hands and feet, naihng Him to 
the cross ; — of all excruciating torture, 
the very greatest that could be inflicted ! 

Now let us pause for a few minutes, 
and think of this pity. Let us think 
sincerely, my dear children, of such pity 
as this, such as never had man " shewn " 
or felt, for man before ! 

Again. God pities us in all our sor- 
rows, in all our afflictions, in all our 
pains, in all our losses ; and has pro- 
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mised, if we will but bear them, as 
Christ bore His dreadful afflictions, that 
was, with great patience — ^never com- 
plaining of God's will, which is, that we 
should suffer, even as Christ His own 
Son, suffered ; never murmuring, never 
for an instant thinking, tve do not de, 
serve this ill: and we do not deserve that 
affliction, for of all sins on earth, I do 
really believe this is the very greatest, for 
we deserve only punishment! We 
merit nothing ! We can claim nothing 
from God, we deserve only His bitter- 
est wrath. We deserve only His anger, 
and therefore, when in any trouble, no 
matter what it is, we must not, I say, 
" murmur," but feel, we deserve it all, 
and much more, from God. And, as 
I was going to tell you, He has pro- 
mised, if we thus think on our afflic- 
tions, and thus bear them, always feeling, 
that we deserve ally and merit nothing. 
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He will repay us. He will support us by 
His Holy Spirit, the Comforter. He 
will send the Holy Ghost to us, who 
will bless us^ who will make us even 
happy under our sorrows, contented be- 
cause we know they come from God, 
unless they be those sorrows and ills 
which our own wickedness has brought 
on us ; these we must never think, come 
from God. God does not and cannot 
send evil, of this sort. If a man gets 
drunk, and falls down, and hurts himself 
very much, and is thrown out of employ 
for several weeks, you must never say, 
'' it was God who made that man to 
fall down ;*' but say, " it was God's 
pity which preserved that man from being 
killed, and so granted him time to repent 
of this great sin ;" then you will be right. 
But I have detained you, my dear 
children, as long as my time, and your 
understandings, or attention, will allow : 
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for I have said much, which requires 
your most serious thought ; and in my 
next address to you, God permitting me, 
I will tell you more, how you can pity, 
and shew pity — and that it is a command 
we must early try to obey. 

May God in His mercy and pity for 
us all, enable me to explain to you, so as 
you can understand, that it will please 
Him to give you hearts to love all good- 
ness because He is all goodness to us, 
and despise all sin, because it comes 
from Satan, and is against God's holi* 
ness. And may you and I, grow in 
God's holy favour, daily improve, hourly 
try to be better and better, is indeed my 
earnest prayer for you, and for all. 
Amen. 
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JOB VI. 14. 

TO HIM THAT IS AFFLICTED, PITY SHOULD 
BE SHEWED FBOM HIS FRIEND. 

Fearing my last sermon to you, my 
beloved children, might be too long for 
you, if I said any more to you at that 
time, I left unsaid to you some further 
explanations and instructions on the word 
" pity ; " for it is doing you no good, if 
I tell you more at a time than you can 
recollect, but rather much harm. 

Every word spoken to you about God, 
and our obedience, and our love to Him, 
should be words of pleasantness to you — 
words of " glad tidings," words of hap- 
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pinesBy and not words of tediousness, 
so as to make you wish my discourse, 
or speaking to you, was at an end. 

I have feared, sometimes, I have kept 
you too long, in my ardent desire, not to 
leave you until I had, under God's permis- 
sion, and His Divine assistance, (without 
which you know, we can do, and can speak 
no good thing) until I had, I say, produced 
in your little hearts some love for God — 
some love for all goodness, because it is 
of God — some hatred for all bad ways 
and bad words, because they are of 
Satan, who hates you, and desires only 
to have your souls, to cast into all man* 
ner of wickedness here on earth, and 
after you die to take them into his king- 
dom, which is a fire, as you know, which 
never ceases to bum — and from which 
you can never escape — his happiness will 
be in seeing your tortures. 

But I will now continue my explana- 
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tion of the word "pity," and how you 
can be pitiful. 

I think I last said to you, God shews 
His great pity to us, in pitying our very 
sins even ? That means. He pities us 
for preferring to be wicked instead of 
being good. He pities us, knowing 
what unutterable suffering we are wil- 
fully preparing for ourselves in hell ! He 
pities us for our ignorance, for our choice 
of hell and Satan, to heaven and His 
Divine Majesty ! He shews His exceed- 
ing pity by preserving our lives, in 
permittingxus to live so as to repent, and 
" turn unto the Lord." 

I hope you recollect and know, that 
if God only ceased to think of you for 
one second, that one second of time, you 
would drop dead on the earth ? Think 
what this pity and love of God's is ! This 
alone, if we would only think of this one 
act of mercy and pity, it would be enough. 
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any one would think, to make us love 
God, with a love beyond that we feel 
for any one or any thing, and would fill 
us with exceeding fear and trembling, and 
thankfulness, and make us give praises 
and glory to God ! Alas, my dear chil- 
dren, alas, we none of us think as we 
should, or as often as we should, on 
even this one act of God's pity. 

I must now teU you how you can be 
pitiful. Be very, very sorry, if you see 
one of your relations or companions com- 
mitting any naughty act, or saying any 
bad words, or telling any lie. Be very, 
very sorry for it. Pity the person, for 
not having more love of God, more 
hatred of sin. There is nothing in this 
life, there is no suffering, there is no 
illness, you can even see, or feel your- 
selves, my dear children, equal to the 
suffering and iUness of sin. This de- 
serves your deepest pity. Pray for that 
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person — ^and say a few words to him or 
to her, to endeavour to entice him from 
his evil way or act. 

Again, pity all who are in bodily ill- 
ness, pain, sorrow, or affliction ; be very 
sorry for them, do all you can not to 
add to their distress, by vexing them by 
rude ways^ such as making unnecessary 
noise when going in and coming out, 
but ** go softly," speak very softly — do 
all you can not to add to their pain — do 
all you can for them — pray for them. 

My dear children, never so behave 
yourselves, as to cause any one who is in 
any suffering of any sort, or under punish' 
ment, to say of you — " My brethren are 
" far from me," instead of abiding with 
me to comfort me — and my " acquain- 
" tance are estranged from me ; " " My 

kinsfolk have failed, and my familiar 

friends have forgotten me." **They 
" that dwell in my house " and eat the 
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food, I have laboured to earn for them, and 
wear the garments I have bought and 
eafned for them with great labour, " count 
*' me for a stranger ;" ** I called my child, 
and he gave me no answer, *' or if you do 
atiswer, let it never be said of you, you 
answered with unkindness or rudeness, 
but answer with affection and exceeding 
pity ; never, never let it be said of you, 
** Young children despised me ; I arose, 
" and they spake against me." O dread- 
ful and frightful are such ways, and in 
a little child too, who is so helpless, as 
to be unable to take care of its own 
soul or body ; who cannot teach itself 
any thing — who is indebted, for its very 
food, to those who gave it birth, and to 
many a good and rich person who be- 
stows charity on it ! O how dreadful is 
it to see children thus behaving them- 
selves to those in distress ! How dread- 
ful to hear a person saying, and it may 
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often be your own selves ; yes, most pro- 
bably, many of you and many of your 
parents are saying this, '* Have pity 
upon me, have pity upon me, O my 
friends ; for the hand of God hath 
touched me," perhaps in some great 
sorrow sent by God, to bring them to 
repentance ; but yet, as no one on earth 
can tell God's secret ways, it is for us to 
pityjhat person. To pity them for their 
very sin and ignorance ; and not to turn 
from them, but comfort them ; do all we 
can in pity to restore them to ease and 
to God, by teaching them ; being pitiful 
to them ; and prapng for them. 

Think how sad, if when you cried out, 
** Have pity upon me, have pity upon me," 
no one paid any attention at all to you, 
but left you to your sorrow, and passed 
by, without even a word of kindness ! 
This is not pitying, but closing your 
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hearts from pity, and turning away from 
God ; and from man all pity. 

Again, how melancholy when in dis- 
tress, in hunger, in thirst, without friends 
or parents, no one to be kind to you, and 
your Httle hearts saying through your 
tears, " I am full of heaviness ; and I 
looked /or some to take pity, but there 
was none ; and for comforters, but I 
found none." I found none ! How 
would you like to receive no pity and no 
comfort? Take care then, my dear chil- 
dren, that you never by bad, unkind ways 
or words, make another more unhappy, 
by behaving to them toithout pity. 
Think how you would like it ; and recol- 
lect how God Himself said, He would 
punish ** because he had no pity," in 
speaking of king David, when he took 
the little pet lamb from the poor man, to 
dress for a traveller; and this brings 
me finally to my last few words to you. 
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You are bound to be pitiful also to aU 
animals. They are God's, not yours; 
that is, God lent or gave them to man 
to use and treat with pity and compas- 
sion, not with savageness and barbarity. 
Every uncalled-for blow, and kick, and 
injury, you inflict on a harmless and 
willing beast ; every cruelty you commit, 
taking pleasure and delight in it, will 
rise before you at the day of judgment; 
for God will not, and cannot forget, though 
you and I may, our deeds of sin, cruelty, 
or disobedience ; and rest assured God 
will "abide" by His promise, to re- 
ceive only those who have loved and 
obeyed Him in this life, with all their 
hearts, and souls, and bodies, and minds ; 
and will most assuredly give up to 
Satan, all those who have followed him 
in this hfe. God will not undo what 
He has sworn by Himself to perform. 
** As I live, saith the Lord." God 
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is not man — to say, and not do. Be- 
ware, my beloved children, how you 
offend the Lord ; for He is a just God, 
and will judge the world in righteous- 
ness and justice. And that God may 
assist both you and me, to walk in His 
holy ways, is indeed the deep, earnest 
prayer of him who now addresses you ; 
confessing his own unworthiness, and 
humbly praying for himself, and for aU 
little children, and all conditions of men. 
Amen. 
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GENESIS I. 10. 

AND GOD CALLED THE DRY LAND EARTH; 
AND THE GATHERING TOGETHER OP THE 
WATERS CALLED HE SEAS : AND GOD SAW 
THAT IT "WAS GOOD. 

Perhaps some amongst you have never 
seen the sea — ^that wonderful, prodigious 
mass of ever- moving water — ^never still 
day nor night — always going away from 
the land, or coming towards it — ^always 
going, always returning again. But I 
am quite sure, many of you have seen a 
river ; or if you have not, you all know 
what water is ? But has any one of you. 
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my dear little ones, ever given it a 
thought, what a blessing, what a gift, 
this beautiful liquid, called water, is ? 

Has any one of you ever asked, what 
you would do without it? No. And 
for want of asking this simple, this little 
question, see how much thankfulness to 
God, the Creator, the compassionate 
Creator, of all things for us, how much 
of our thankfulness is never called forth, 
but left in our hearts unemployed, because 
our minds have not thought at aU, and so 
not spoken, as it were,, to our hearts, and 
made those hearts feel gratitude, and 
thankfulness, and praise, to God. Do 
you understand me? If not, 1 will 
repeat this to you.* 

* Here let the reader peruBe any passage difficult to 
be understood, in any part of these sermons, oyer two 
or three times, until the passage is undergtood. If read 
aloud to young persons, the author earnestly desires, 
that pauses may be made to allow the young mind 
time to follow the argument ; an invaluable indulgence 
seldom afforded. 
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I will now call your attention, my dear 
little ones, to the great comfort, nay, 
the great blessing of water. In my very 
first sermons, my humble endeavour was 
to arouse your human understandings, 
to the vast works of the Creation, and 
God's great compassion to us and to 
all His creatures, and thereby to make 
your hearts hourly grateful to Him, for 
the things we all enjoy — ^hve on — are en- 
lightened by — are pleased by — refreshed 
by — and without which, bear in mind, 
we could not live. 

I suppose you all know the pain of 
thirst ? I suppose you all acknowledge 
the great rehef it is, to quench your 
thirst ? Now for one minute try to ima- 
gine what your feeling would be, if there 
was no such liquid as water. I almost 
wish it could be allowed in spiritual edu- 
cation, (that means religious education) 
my beloved children, to deprive you all. 
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for one day only, of some of these 
merciful gifts, in order, not for punish- 
ment, but in mercy y to let you feel the 
great suffering you would endure, if 
one only was taken away, or if God had 
never created some one of these ; for it 
is very difficult, I know, for any one of 
us, but especially for little children, who 
never think, and can hardly think long 
together on any thing, to think on these 
things, for we find them in our paths, 
so to speak, and so we heed them not, 
and take them all as our right — as no 
blessing, but what we ought to have ; 
this is very wicked, and very dreadful: 
for instead of deserving any thing^ we 
deserve nothing. Nothing at aU ! 

I almost wish I might deprive you 
then, my beloved little ones, of water for 
a day or two, and of aU manner of liquid 
to drink ; you would then feel, what I so 
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much wish you to feel, namely, the bles- 
sing of this element, water. 

Once pained by thirst, — which is' far 
worse than hunger, — ^you would never 
perhaps forget to praise God for every 
cup of water you drank ! You would 
then perhaps have pity on all animals, 
when exhausted by hard labour, in hot 
weather, suffering from excessive heat, 
fatigue, and thirst, and when you could, 
you would help the poor animal to a re- 
freshing draught, instead of compelling 
it by blows to pursue its labour, under the 
agony of extreme thirst ! You would 
learn to pity all, who from poverty, or 
by some means, are unable to procure, 
even pure water. Soldiers, for example, 
in long marches, together with the 
beasts, suffer extremely, and almost be- 
yond understanding, for want of water. 

But it is not only for ourselves, and 
our own gratification, I would call forth 
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your gratitude, your praises, your thank- 
fulness to God for this element, but 
remind you also, that without water, the 
whole earth would be a mass of dry 
parched sand I There would not be a 
single blade even of grass ! no trees — 
no com — no fruit of any sort — no vege- 
tables. The whole earth, and all that is 
therein, would be like the deserts, or 
vast countries of parched dry sand, you 
read of in your Bibles ; and you may 
now, if you will but reflect, (that is, my 
beloved little children, think about what 
I have said to you,) you may now have 
some understanding of the value of the 
wells you read of in the Old Testament, 
dug by Jacob, and other holy men 
named in Scripture. You may form 
some idea of the suflerings of the Israel- 
ites when in the desert, sinking nearly 
into death itself with thirst, because 
there was no water ; and when God 
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commanded Moses to smite the rock 
and water flowed, because God pitied 
them. And in this, what a relief and 
mercy God shewed them. If you could 
but once feel the pain of unquenched 
thirst — if you could but once fully un- 
derstand what a state of perfect death 
every thing living that creepeth upon 
the earth, all flesh and fowl, and all 
herbs, and all fruit, would be brought 
to, if there was no water — ^the state of 
madness and death, you and I would be 
brought to; you could then perhaps, 
little children as you are, fall down on 
your knees and ** Praise and glorify 
God," for all His mercies, and chiefly for 
this gift of water. 

O that it might be given me, by God's 
grace, O that it might be given me, to 
open your understandings, to understand 
the mercy of God in these blessings, 
which no one regards — no one heeds — 
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no one thinks about — no one uses — 
with holy thankfulness and gratitude to 
the great Giver of all these things ! 

O that it may be, my dear chil- 
dren, my lot to make some impression 
on your little hearts — ^that is, awaken 
you, as out of a sleep, that sleep of un- 
thankfulness and ingratitude we all live 
in, and make you to feel some love to 
God for all He has given you and me ! 
that it may please the Almighty to 
awaken you — ^for without His Divine as- 
sistance, we cannot even think a good 
thought, or feel a good feeling ; but ever 
recollect, God is not man ; God, 
'* touched with our sorrows," as He is, 
is too great a Grod " to behold iniquity " 
or to assist those who despise Him — who 
do not even wish to be good — ^who do 
every thing He tells them not to do — ^who 
leave undone all He commands them to 
do — ^who take no pains to be good — who 
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prefer SataD, and his detestably wicked 
ways, to the all-merciful, the holy, the 
righteous Lord's ways — and recollect, 
God assists none such as these — uone^ 
unless they repent and seek Him ; and 
while He uses all '* patience " with all 
such; causing His sun "to rise on the 
just and the unjust ;" sends His rain on 
the lands of the good and on the sin- 
ful man ; stretches out His adorable 
arms to us all — is always calling us by the 
voice of the very blessings we hourly 
use, and never regard, as I said before, 
still, for all this, ever recollect. He calls 
sinners to repentance, by His very mercy, 
and patience, and blessings, but He 
forces no one to be good. 

He left Adam, that most perfect and 
good man, (for a time,) to do as he 
liked ; to be good or to choose evil. 
God did not even force Adam to con- 
tinue good. Pray, my beloved children, 
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recollect, and never lose sight of this — 
make no mistake — clearly understand. 
God compels no one to be holy. But He 
is ever close to us — in us — is the very 
"breath of life." He breathed ''into 
our nostrils " when we were bom ; ever 
close to us, to help us, the very moment 
we turn **unto Him,*^ the instant we feel 
a wish to be good, and really do try to 
be so, by leaving oflF directly, any thing 
we are doing, or saying, that we know 
is against God's laws. He is ever ready 
to help all such ; but He is only with 
those who despise His ways, as a fear- 
fuli awful, tvitness. Yes, a witness to 
His own "patience and long-suffering 
with us ; and such a witness of our sin, 
as will in the last day rise, as it were 
out of our very own selves, and condemn 
us, even before the awful books are 
opened, in which all our good and bad 
deeds are within — a witness, which wiU 
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bum us with an agony of remorse, and 
repentance which will be the chief tor- 
ment of Hell itself ! 

O my dear, my dear children, may it 
be my unspeakable blessing, and yours, 
to "think on these things." May 
what I have, under God's grace, said to 
you in this sermon, make you try, at 
all events, to love God with all your 
heart, and soul, and mind. To think of 
God in every cup of water you drink — 
when you play in the fields, when you 
gather the flowers, when you see the 
cattle, when you hear the birds — at all 
times, and in all places, may you never 
cease to praise and love God. Amen. 



THE END. 
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